
May 2021

Dear AP English Language Student,

We are excited you decided to take the AP Language class at Norman High School next year! This college-level class requires your
commitment and hard work. You will have the opportunity to take the AP English Language exam in May of  2022 that could potentially
earn you college credit.

One of  the most important characteristics of  studentswho are successful in AP Language and Composition courses is mature literacy.  As
students progress from high school level work to college-level work, they must develop the habits of  reading a wide range of  materials and
thinking about these materials in a critical and analytical way.

Non-Fiction Summer Reading
As part of  our development of  these habits, AP EnglishLanguage students must prepare during the summer. It is impossible to overstate
the importance of  reading to your success in AP EnglishLanguage. Therefore, we are assigning one non-fiction book for the summer. You
need to select one of  the books listed, and you need to read it before school begins in August. This will give you an advantage because you
won’t have to read it during a busy time. We will read many types of  books over the course of  the year.For the summer, we’ve chosen to go
for a historical focus. Each of  these books focuseson a lesser-known piece of  American cultural history.This will allow us to begin to
discuss the power of  voice when the school year begins.Choose one of  the following books:

We Had A Little Real Estate Problem by Kliph Nesteroff
The Stonewall Reader by the New York Public Library
Last Boat Out of  Shanghaiby Helen Zia
Come Fly the World by by Julia Cooke

Though the books are all historical in nature, all were published in 2019-2021. Last Boat Out of  Shanghai reads most like a novel, though it is
the longest. The Stonewall Reader features historical writing centering on the Stonewall riots during the 1960s and 1970s, but is excerpted in a
way to paint a picture of  the time period. Note, someof  the language is frank including some usage ofoutdated terms.  The other two
books are similar in structure with a few real people to anchor the text, but featuring many smaller stories centered on their particular
histories. All are excellent options. If  you haveany questions about the books, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You will need to acquire your own copy of  the book.You can check it out from any library, find an ebook or purchase your own copy.
Although you are not required to purchase the book, you will need to have access to it during the first few weeks of  school. If  you borrow
it from a library, you will need to make arrangements to have access to it during the end of  August and the first part of  September. One of
the assignments will be a book talk with your instructor, and you will need to bring the book with you to the talk. Other assignments will
require that you cite the book in a variety of  ways, so you will need access to the actual book for a time.

We hope that you have a wonderful summer and that you recover from the rigors of  your sophomore year and are ready to be a junior.
Please do not limit yourself  to one book this summer.Challenge yourself. Read as many books as you can, fiction, or nonfiction. Texts we
read during the year will challenge you, and students who read widely are the ones who are most likely to do well in the class and on the
test. Bring your books with you on the first day of school and we can begin!

Best Wishes,
Mr. Kerry Friesen M.Ed • kerryf@norman.k12.ok.us
Mr. Jon Lowry M.Ed • jlowry@norman.k12.ok.us
Mr. Roger Colby • rcolby@norman.k12.ok.us
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